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EpiInBurRGH.—During the six months from June to November inclu- 
sive, there died in Edinburgh 2i96 persons, showing an excess of 467 
deaths above those of the corresponding months of last year. In other 
words, the mortality during the present year of the six months from June 
to November inclusive, (not including the still-births,) was 27 per cent. 
higher than that of the corresponding months of last year. 

During the excessive heats of June, bowel complaints became very nu- 
merous, and cholera made its appearance. Only two cases, however, of this 
latter disease proved fatal during that month, both of the individuals being 
advanced in years. Of the other bowel complaints, with the exception of 
dysentery, the mortality was below the average of former months. 
Measles, hooping-cough, and typhus fever, were the only other epidemics 
prevalent during June, the deaths from each of these amounting respec- 
tively to 15, 23, and 20. The mean temperature of June was 63°. 45 Fahr. 
or 104 degrees higher than during the previous month of May, and 6$ 
higher than during the corresponding month of 1845. 

The mortality of the Summer Quarter, including the months of July, 
August, and September, amounted to 1067, showing an increase of 222, or 
26 per cent. above that of the corresponding quarter of 1845. This is 
without correction for increase of the population, seeing that no data ex- 
ist for ascertaining whether the population is increasing or is stationary. 
This increased mortality during the summer quarter of this year cannot be 
considered as high, seeing that the Registrar-General’s reports inform us 
that, with the exception of London, the mortality of the principal towns 
of England during the same quarter exhibited an increase over that of the 
same period of 1845 to the extent of 52 per cent. Of the 222 cases of ex- 
cess of mortality in Edinburgh during the summer quarter, 161 were 
caused by bowel complaints,—diarrhoea, iysentery, cholera, and bowel com- 
plaints of children under the irritation of teething, the numbers amount- 
ing respectively to 86, 5, 20, and 50. ‘Fhe average monthly mortality 
from diarrhoea during the first five months of 1846 was 5, that of teething 
7, while, with the exception of June, no deaths occurred from cholera or 
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dysentery during the earlier months of this year. If the mean monthly mor- 
tality from diarrhoea and teething be abstracted, there is left an excess of 
mortality from bowel complaints during the summer quarter to the extent 
of 125 cases. These complaints fell with most severity on very young 
children, no fewer than 118 of the 161 fatal cases occurring among child- 
ren under 2 years of age, while of the remaining 43, 20 were above 50 years 
of age. 

The other epidemics which prevailed in Edinburgh during the summer 
quarter were measles, hooping-cough, and typhus fever ; the mortality for 
each being respectively, 33, 81, and 48. 

It is worthy of note that the mean temperature of the three months of 
the summer quarter varied only to the extent of a few tenths of a degree 
of temperature, being 59°. 25 during July, 59°. 58 during August, and 
59°. 30 during September—averaging 4 degrees below the mean tempera- 
ture of the previous month of June, or five degrees higher than the mean 
temperature of the corresponding months of 1845. The range of tempera- 
ture during the summer quarter amounted to 40 degrees, the lowest tem- 
perature noted being 39°, the highest 79° in the shade. 

During October the mortality in Edinburgh amounted to 416, of which 
75 were from the prevalent bowel complaints, being 63 above the average 
mortality of the same complaints during the early months of the year. Of 
these 75 cases, 28 were from diarrhoea, 6 from dysentery, 16 from cholera, 
and 25 from bowel-complaints under the irritation of teething. Of these, 
53 were under two years of age, 13 above 50 years. Hooping-cough and 
typhus fever, with a small proportion of remittent fever, were the only epi- 
demic or endemic diseases at all prevalent, these having cut off respective- 
ly, 20, 15, and 6 persons. The mean temperature of the month was 48°.24, 
or 11 degrees below that of the three preceding months; and apparently in 
consequence of this sudden reduction of temperature, a greater proportion 
of aged individuals were cut off than during any previous month of the 
year. Thus the average number of persons above 60 years of age cut off 
monthly during the nine previous months was 68, but during October 
it amounted to 107. 

During November, the deaths, (excluding the still-born,) amounted to 
385, of which, the deaths from bowel-complaints, including the six from 
teething, amounted to 30, being 13 from diarrhea, 4 from dysentery, 
and 7 from cholera. Of these 30 cases, 14 were under two years, and 6 
above 50 years of age. T'yphus fever has been on the increase during the 
month, 26 cases having proved fatal; and the setting in of the cold wea- 
ther has.also increased the mortality from hooping cough, bronchitis and 
pneumonia prevailing as the secondary affection. The influence of the 
cold, ungenial weather has been very sensibly shewn in the prevalence and 
fatality of certain diseases of the respiratory organs. Pneumonia has been 
especially fatal, no fewer than 35 having been cut off by it during the 
month. Of these, 2] were under five years of age. The first setting in of 
the cold weather is most fatal to the aged, hence the large mortality during 
October. During November, the mortality among persons above 60 years 
of age was still above the average, but nothing to that which was observed 
during October, only 79 being above 60; the average of the earlier months 
of the year being 68 per month. 

The influence of temperature on the general mortality was very marked 
during the month of November. ‘The first week was remarkably mild— 
in fact, our Indian summer,—with a mean temperature of 49°.6 ; and dur- 
ing that week the mortality fell to 73, (excluding still-births). During 
the last week, during which there occurred a few days of severe frost with 
snow, and a mean temperature of only 42°.1, the mortality rose to 106. 

The following tables exhibit an abstract of the meteorological condition 
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of the atmosphere, and of the mortality in Edinburgh at three periods of 
life, for the months of June, July, August, September, October, and No- 
vember 1846. 


TABLE I. 


Barometer. Temperature. Rain 
in 
Max. | Min. |Mean. |Range.} Max. |Min.|Mean /|Range.| inches. 


Month. 


S4° | 41°] 63°45) 43° | 3°59 
ao 46 | 59°25| 33 4°17 
76 42 | 59°58) 34 501 
78 39 | 59°30} 39 3°35 
64 30 | 48°24) 34 3°60 
59 | 22 | 44°53) 37 | 1°74 


June, | 30°12} 28°92| 29°87 
July, | 29°94] 28°74 | 29-48 
Aug. | 30°10] 29°07 | 29°69 
Sept. | 30°32] 29°06] 29°72 
Octob. | 29°90 | 28°60 | 29°01 
Nov. | 30°28 | 28°52] 29°61 


ce ea ted eo es Le Fes ee 
Month. |Under |Between | Above {| Total } g,: 
15 yrs.|15 & 60.| 60. |deaths. Still-born. | Total. 


| os 


June, I39 | 130 + 3), 56 328 360 

July, 148 | 135 62 345 373 

August, | 137 | 123 62 322 344 

Septem. | 206 | 118 76 400 425 

October, | 175 | 134 107 416 441 

Novemb.| 166 | 140 79 385 397 
Winds.* 


June.—West and westerly 19 days; east and easterly 8 days; north 
and northerly 2 days; south 1 day. 

July.—South and southerly 18 days; north and northerly 5 days ; west 
and westerly 4 days; east and easterly 4 days. 

August.—North-east 10 days; north 4 days; east and easterly 7 days ; 
south-west 6 days; south and southerly 4 days. 

September.— West and westerly 11 days; east 8 days; south and south- 
erly 7 days; north and northerly 4 days. 

October.—South and southerly 8} days; west and westerly 8} days; 
north and northerly 74 days; east and easterly 6% days. 

November.—Registration imperfect. 


* The register of the winds is extracted from the tables of the self-registering 
anemometer, kept at the Calton Observatory, under the direction of Mr Wallace, 
assistant astronomer. The clock-work got out of order early in November, so that 
the registration is imperfect for that month. 
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TABLE II. 
EDINBURGH TABLE OF AGES. 


October. | Novem. 


Age. 
M. | F. 
Still-born 14 | 11 6 6 
1 bk & un} 33 45 | 31 | 38 | 37 
eee 28 | 274 19 | 19 
; : 14; 12715 | 15 
LU ARS 3 6 8 8 
Do’ ia 2 “f S 4 
ZO ve 6 8 fll 6 
1 Oy 17 | ll | 14 | 22 
40 15 | 16 | 16 | 17 
DOT 19 | 13 | 16; 18 
OO. 16 118 9 | 16 
70 U7 179 154 AS 
SO 4.5 25 | 26] 12; 19 
DOT es 4 | 16 9; 10 
100 . 1 0 0 2 
110 0 1 0 0 


Total, 441 397 


TABLE III. 
EDINBURGH CLASSIFIED TABLE OF DISEASES. 


Class. Disease. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. 
I. Chicken pox, _ 

Small-pox (not vaccin. in.) 4 4 1 
Measles, ; 15 13 
Scarlatina, oo 
ro a 
Croup, 
Thrush, 
Diarrhoea, 
Dysentery, 
Cholera, 
Influenza, 
Remittent fever, 
Typhus fever, 
Erysipelas, . 

II. Hemorrhage, 
Ancemia, 
Dropsy, 
Abscess, 
Mortification, 
Scrofula, 
Cancer, 
Tumour, 
Debility, . 
Sudden deaths, 

III. Cephalitis, 
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Class. Disease. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. 
Hydrocephalus, 15 17 13 
Apoplexy, : 4 
Paralysis, 

Convulsions, 
Tetanus, 
Epilepsy, 
Insanity, : 
Delirium tremens, 
Otitis, 
Disease of brain, 
IV. Laryngitis, 
Quinsey, 
Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy, 
Pneumonia, 
Hydrothorax, 
Asthma, 
Consumpticn, 
Lung disease, 
V. Pericarditis, 
Aneurism, 
Heart disease, 
VI. Teething, 
Gastritis, 
Enteritis, 
Peritonitis, 
Tabes mesenterica, 
Worms, : 
Ulceration of intestines, 
Hernia, 
Colic, 
Stricture of intestines, 
Stomach disease, 
Jaundice, 
Liver disease, 
VII. Stone, 
Cystitis, 
Kidney disease, 

VIII. Child-birth, 

Paramenia, 
Ovarian dropsy, 
Disease of uterus, 
IX. Rheumatism, 
Spine and joint disease, 
X. Ulcer, ‘ 
Carbuncle, 
XI. Old age, 

XII. Intemperance, 
Privation, 
Violentdeaths& suicides, 12 

XII. Still-born, se 
Not stated, ‘ 9 


Total, . 360 373 344 425 397 


Leitu.—The mortality in Leith from June to November inclusive, as 
compared with the corresponding months of 1845, was much greater than 
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in Edinburgh. From June to November inclusive, the deaths in 1845 
amounted to 244, but during the same period of the present year to 428. 
In other words, the mortality in Leith of the above-named six months of 
this year was 71 per cent. higher than that of the corresponding months 
of the previous year. In other respects the same general remarks are ap- 
plicable to Leith as to Edinburgh. Though bowel complaints, including 
cholera, began to be prevalent towards the latter part of June, it was not 
until the month of August that the fatal cases of diarrhoea exceeded the 
average, or that any fatal cases of cholera were registered. The mortality 
from bowel complaints in Leith averages 3 monthly, but during August it 
had increased to 13, during September to 23, and during October to 14; 
but resumed its average during November. Of these 50 cases, 31 were 
under 2 years of age, and 7 above 50. Measles and hooping-cough among 
children, and typhus fever among adults have been the only prevalent fatal 
epidemics, respectively numbering 22, 19, and 39 during the above six 
months. Heart disease proved unusually fatal during November, no fewer 
than 7 having fallen victims to it ; and if to these be added the case of sud- 
den death whose cause was not ascertained, a whole tenth of the mortality 
of the month was attributable to that cause. As in Edinburgh, so in 
Leith, a greater proportion of aged persons were cut off during the month 
of October, when the mean temperature fell eleven degrees of Fahrenheit’s 
scale below that of the three previous months. While the mean monthly 
mortality of persons upwards of 60 years of age was 13, no fewer than 21 
above that age died there during the month of October. 

The following is the abstract of the Leith mortality tables from June to 
November inclusive :— 


TABLE IV. 
LEITH TABLE OF AGES. 


Age. August. | - | October. 


Still-born I 0 1 2 0 3 5 
lyr.& un 318 (1S bald Agee coer ae 
a Tacs 5 9 5 5 ] ed g 

3) ines 3 ub ye eh 3 1 4 
10 3 2 0) 0) 0 0 6 
DO vs | 0) l 0 0 1 0 
BO Prose 1 2. 9g 0 3 2 2 
a ee 5 6 1 Q 1 4 5 
40 : 1 6 2 2 6 3 4 
50 3 “y is rs 3 3 a 
tt 3 2 4 2 5 3 5 
SOleE. > 4 3 6 4 2 re 
BU: 225 =! 2 3 § 3 3 5 
90 ~ VU 2 0 1 4 i 1 
TODS ese 0 0 (0) 0 10) O i 
not stated. 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
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TABLE V. 
LEITH CLASSIFIED TABLE OF DISEASES. 
- (Class. Disease. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. 
I, Small-pox, ; aN ath I 3 1 oe 
Measles, . : ; 4 3 3 6 2 4 
Scarlet fever, Me, ie: 1 As <i tai 
Hooping cough, . co od 7 6 1 1 1 
Croup, : ite 1 1 2 
Thrush, . : P 1 i a ie Ss 1 
Diarrhoea, . Z 2 Ti 7 11 6 2 
Dysentery, ‘ ate 1 oo ong : “<p 
Cholera, P : ee na Q 3 7 
Remittent fever, oe au a Pe a5 1 1 
Typhus fever, 3 9 8 6 5 8 
Erysipelas, 1 a ie 1 1 1 
II. Hemorrhage, 1 1 1 ree 
Dropsy, . : 1 2 1 1 3 3 
Abscess, k § ae 1 oa ee ae of 
Mortification, . ; ie Ape ie 1 1 va 
Scrofula, ; : aN ui cM & te 1 
Cancer, , : 2 1 1 1 Fon 1 
Debility, ‘ : 1 ite — 3 z 
Sudden death, : oa des ay bee ty 1 
III. Cephalitis, . A ce 1 aa iis 1 eal 
Hydrocephalus, . 3 ti 1 6 5 3 
Apoplexy . d ay 3 ni 1 3 fo 
Paralysis, : - a> 1 1 1 1 
Delirium tremens, . és -f 2 Pee te 3 
Disease of brain, 2 1 ae aes HBF re 2 
IV. Quinsey, . ; 1 te ee ie * met 
Bronchitis, : Beas: | as ae a vee 1 
Pneumonia, : +i. 2 ae 3 4 2 
Hydrothorax, : a 2 1 1 Re 
Asthma, . : 1 “6 Aue is cee 
Consumption, . o 5 18 5 10 10 8 
V. Heart disease, An eS 1 4 2 “8 
VI. Teething, ; Sak 4 4, 9 1 1 
Gastritis, . : 4 He 1 Se 1 
Enteritis, ‘ 4 eee: eae Aes se 1 1 
Peritonitis, ‘ whe a: ee 1 ai 
Tabes mesenterica, > 1 5 Pela 7 4 i 
Intussusception, ‘ of ess ah Ley ie 1 
Hernia, . ; hed 1 oy as 
Stomach disease, ee ee ei ies 1 we UA 
Liver disease, . am as Bae 1 2 3 
VII. Nephritis, 1 3. 
Ischuria, Je 1 
VIII. Child-birth, 1 1 1 3 
IX. Spine disease, fa 1 see zee ps 
XI. Old Age, 7 7 3 Os +110 7 
XII. Violent deaths and suicides, 3 6 2 5 iF 3 
XIII. Still-boru, 5 9 4 t 7 8 
Not stated, Ne ay 4 ey RS} 
Total, 54 86 69: 101 76 81 


In order to exhibit the mortality of Edinburgh, and the state of the at- 
mospheric influences during the year 1845, the following table is appended, 
showing the monthly condition of the barometer, thermometer, and rain- 
gauKe, the monthly number of male and female deaths, and also of the 
still-born. 
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